
STORY CORNERThe good tongue 
and the bad tongue

Once a king wondered what could make his subjects 
happy. He asked the sages of the kingdom to make 
an exhibition.

“Put on display whatever creates happiness”, he said. 

Rows and rows of beautiful things were displayed: 

fragrant flowers, juicy fruits, amazing plants, 

luxurious clothing, books, paintings, sweets and 

musical instruments. Although of great beauty 

and superb workmanship, none of these objects 

convinced the king of its superiority. Then he noticed 

a curious terracotta sculpture. It represented a man 

who showed his tongue while speaking; he seemed 

to be politely addressing a man in need of help. 

At the base of the model there was written: “Good 

Tongue”.

“Before you speak, think: Is it true? Is it kind? Is it necessary? Will it hurt anyone? Will it improve the quality of silence?” 
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A few days later the king wondered what could make his 

subjects  unhappy.  He organized another exhibition inviting 

wise men to bring what could inflict pain and suffering. 

The hall was quickly packed with objects: sticks, knives and 

swords, carnivorous plants and bitter fruits, liqueurs and 

poisons, and a list of pernicious diseases. 

There was no doubt that all these things could cause 

tribulations and misery, yet nothing convinced the king. 

He then stopped in front of another terracotta model. 

It resembled the previous sculpture, but this time it 

represented a man with red eyes and a filthy and angry 

looking tongue; it seemed to be bitterly shouting at a man 

in need of help. At the base of the work was written: “Bad 

Tongue”. 

What does 
this mean?

The king asked the sculptor its meaning. 

“Sire, all the things on display give happiness for a short 

period of time”, said the man. “But a good tongue, 

capable of saying a few words of love and compassion, 

makes others happy for many years to follow. A good 

tongue can foster hope and trust in the weak, and bestow 

joy and consolation on the lonely. Only a good tongue 

can make you happy forever”. The king was satisfied and 

rewarded the sculptor with a basket full of gold coins.

The sculptor was called and explained to the king. 

“Sire, a bad tongue can destroy the happiness of 

others, annihilate their hope and courage and push 

them into a pool of depression and disgrace. It can 

cause indelible wounds to the hearts of others. A 

bad tongue is the worst enemy of mankind”.

The king was satisfied and rewarded the sculptor 

with a basket full of gems and diamonds. 

“Your models are a good lesson for everyone.”, 

he said. ”Our tongue can be our worst obstacle to 

happiness or our best ally to be happy. Everything 

will depend on the wisdom with which we use it.”

What does 
this mean?

GOOD 
TONGUE

BAD 
TONGUE


